National Health Service Corps: Scholarship & Loan Repayment Options
	“The National Health Service Corps (NHSC) is committed to improving the health of the Nation's underserved:

· Uniting communities in need with caring health professionals 

· Supporting communities' efforts to build better systems of care 

The NHSC provides comprehensive team-based health care that bridges geographic, financial, cultural, and language barriers. We will not stop until all Americans, everywhere, have access to quality health care, especially for health issues that have the highest racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic disparities in treatment success. HIV/AIDS, mental health, dental care, cardiovascular disease, cancer, diabetes, childhood and adult immunizations, and infant mortality.

Because the NHSC is part of the "access agency" - the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) - we work closely with other HRSA bureaus and programs to recruit primary care clinicians for communities in need….

Our strategies for achieving our goal include:

· Forming partnerships with communities, States, educational institutions, and professional organizations. 

· Recruiting caring, culturally competent clinicians for communities in need. 

· Providing opportunities and professional experiences to students through our Scholarship and Loan Repayment Programs and our SEARCH (Student/Resident Experiences and Rotations in Community Health) program. 

· Establishing systems of care that remain long after an NHSC clinician departs. 

· Shaping the way clinicians practice by building a community of dedicated health professionals who continue to work with the underserved even after their NHSC commitment has been fulfilled.” 

The information in this table is quoted and extracted from “The NHSC Mission” at: http://nhsc.bhpr.hrsa.gov/about/mission.asp
Additional information regarding NHSC is available online at the following: http://nhsc.bhpr.hrsa.gov/about/


Midwestern University: NHSC & AHEC
Since 1991 Midwestern University has hosted the Illinois Area Health Education Centers (AHEC) Program under grants from HRSA. The AHEC mission complements that of the NHSC. The Illinois AHEC Program works closely with the Department of Family Medicine which encourages students to participate in the SEARCH program referred to above. Through the Illinois SEARCH Program students (including allopathic/osteopathic medical students, PA, Advance Practice Nursing, Dental and Behavioral medicine students) rotate though AHEC in 16 Community Health Center entities with over 50 sites located in underserved areas of Chicago and Illinois. The Illinois SEARCH Program involves collaboration between the Illinois Primary Health Care Association (IPHCA) and the Illinois Health Education Consortium (IHEC). IHEC is the 501c3 nonprofit organization that conducts the work of the Illinois AHEC Program as well as other grants and initiatives. Participating in SEARCH provides students with an experiential base upon which to realistically decide if pursuing an NHSC Scholarship and/or Loan Repayment is the right decision. 
NHSC Scholarship & Loan Repayment
In recent years, NHSC Scholarships have become very competitive, in part because NHSC has allocated a larger portion of its available resources to the Loan Repayment (LRP) option. Whereas a substantial time lag and greater uncertainty are associated with an NHSC Scholar completing their training and beginning their service obligation, NHSC Loan Re-payers are immediately available to begin their service obligation. Details of the NHSC Scholarship option are available at: http://nhsc.bhpr.hrsa.gov/join_us/scholarships.asp
	“Loan Repayment Program

The NHSC continually seeks clinicians dedicated to working with our Nation's underserved. We have created a program to connect these unique individuals with the communities that need them, and to support them during their initial time of service. Fully trained health professionals who are dedicated to working with the underserved and have qualifying educational loans are eligible to compete for repayment of those loans if they choose to serve in a community of greatest need. In addition to loan repayment, these clinicians receive a competitive salary and a chance to have a significant impact on a community.

To be eligible for the Loan Repayment Program (LRP), you must be a fully trained:

· Allopathic or osteopathic physician specializing in family medicine, general pediatrics, general internal medicine, general psychiatry, or obstetrics/gynecology 

· Primary care nurse practitioner 

· Primary care physician assistant 

· Certified nurse-midwife 

· Dentist 

· Dental hygienist 

· Mental or behavioral health professional (health service psychologist, clinical social worker, licensed professional counselor, marriage and family therapist, and psychiatric nurse specialist) 

Other eligibility requirements include:

· Be free of judgment liens arising from Federal debt 

· Have no other existing service commitment 

· Serve full time (40 hours a week) in the clinical practice of your profession 

· Commit to providing primary care service in a priority health professional shortage area for a minimum of 2 years 

· Be a U.S. citizen with a valid, unrestricted license and/or certificate for the State where you plan to practice 

Maximum repayment during the required initial 2-year contract is $25,000 each year. You may be eligible to continue your loan repayment beyond 2 years, 1 year at a time, to the extent you have unpaid qualifying educational loans and continue to serve at an eligible site. One-year amendments are awarded for a maximum of $35,000 per year.

Clinicians choose their practice site before applying to the NHSC LRP, allowing maximum flexibility to match the right clinicians with the right communities. However, employment at a site does not guarantee participation in the NHSC LRP. 

See the NHSC Opportunities section of this site for a searchable list of job opportunities and site vacancies.

NHSC Loan Repayment Application Information Bulletin
This Applicant Information Bulletin explains in detail the NHSC LRP, including eligibility requirements, funding preferences, application process, benefits and service requirements. contractual obligations of the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services and the participants in the NHSC LRP. Here is the Applicant Information Bulletin in Acrobat PDF format.

Read the Frequently Asked Questions for more information about the NHSC LRP.”
The information in this table is quoted and extracted from “The NHSC Loan Repayment Program” at: http://nhsc.bhpr.hrsa.gov/join_us/lrp.asp



	For additional information, please contact one of the following NHSC Ambassadors here at MWU:

	Kevin Hynes, Ph.D.

Director, Illinois AHEC Program

630-515-6073

khynes@midwestern.edu


	Rajesh Parikh, M.D., M.P.H.

Executive Director, Illinois Health Education Consortium

630-515-7422

rparik@midwestern.edu


	Kevin Lohenry, MPAS, PA-C

Director, PA Program - AZ

623-572-3611
klohen@midwestern.edu



